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Nebraska has more than 200 statutorily created boards,
commissions, and other similar entities (boards). Among the many
tasks assigned to them, boards provide oversight of governmental
programs, regulate licensed professionals, carry out studies,
oversee implementation of new programs, advocate for certain
constituencies, and advise state agencies.

AEA | ACEOIRAOBROKET "1 AOAO Al /

The Legislature plays a pivotal role in the establishment,
admini stration, and operation of f
commissions. R U

First, as evidenced by the number of statutorily cre o2 P~ 6( ,e g
boards, the Legislature creates boards via passag \
legislation. In addition to creating boards, the legis N B= A
establishes membership and prescribes powers al — A
duties.

Second, members of the Legislature are often req!
to confirm specific board members appointed by tt
Governor. Fortffive boards have members who mt ;
be confirmed by a majority vote of the Legislature. D)T

boards are identified in Table 5 at the end of this r

Finally, legislators serve as ex officio board memb
and appoint members or provide nominees for
appointment by the Governor. Information about tt
boards can be foundTable 2 and Table 3.
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Twelve boards are created in the Nebraska Constitution. They are the: Coordinating
Commission for Postsecondary Education, State Board of Education, Board of Educational
Lands and Funds, Commission of Industrial Relations, judicial nominating commissions,
Commission on Judicial Qualifications, Board of Pardons, Board of Parole, Public Service
Commission, Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges, Tax Equalization and Review
Commission, and University of Nebraska Board of Regents.
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Of the 228 statutorily created boards documented in this report, 53
are state agencies.

What makes a board a state agency?

. _ N ' oA | S
TheNebraska Blue Bdefines state agencies as entities which have [T ATAA 1 CATAU
their own staffs, are not affiliated with another agency or entity. ~=~
appear as distinct items within the state budget. N Nebraska Dry Bean
Nebraska state agencies are ‘_:QCommission ~o0d
ononcode agenciesdé; however, == s

making categorizing agencies more art than sgience

Generally, a o0code agencyo is an#ﬁg\g\nptAwl&gse e
chief official is appointed by the Governor. The appointee serves at '

the pleasure of and answers directly to the Governor. On the othe

)

hand, a ononcode agencyo6 i s e e x el
chief official is appointed by the governing agency board (whos ¢ 5" NATU RAL
members are usually gubernatorial appointees themselves). “ J“ RESOURCES
Of the 52 agency boards, only four are under the direct control| - COMMISSION

the Governor and are considered code agencies, and the remairiniy
49 are considered noncode agencies. Table 4 lists these boards and
includes additional information about them.

| OEAO 30A0001 OEI U #OAAGAA

Many of the remaining state boards are created or housed within other state agencies. The health
profession licensing boards within the Department of Health and Human Services are examples.

However, a significant number of boards defy categorization; they ardledgédlstate agencies nor
are they completely under the control of another state agency.

TheNebraskaBlueBodkassi fi es these boards as oOother state
as follows: O[M]iscellaneous boards, -commi ssi ons
governmental bodies and bodies with members from more than one branch of state government. None

of these entities are fflédged state agencies, but they have a degree of independence that keeps them
from being classified 2wAmongthimdiversegroup ef pcandstara¢het or a
Environmental Trust Board, Nebraska Investment Finance Authority, and State Anatomical Board.

All of these boards are listed within the master list of Nebraska Boards and Commissions found in
Table 5.

YLy yy

1The terms o0coded6 and ononcoded6 harken back to 19109 thel®l kegislatome L e
reorganized the executive branch of state government. The legislation abolished over 20 boards, commissions, ameHollseriaibyiaions
and replaced them with six departments, each headed by a gubernatorial appointee. Those agencies and subseqaentdsagéadiest
came to be called O0code agencies. 0 Because sour celaking,ithsseegortee on
uses the Governords Office classificati on NebfaskeRlug@Booknnd noncode

2TheNebraska Blue B&ikKl213, p.725.
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Protecting Nebr askaos agrir-ulfurr.\ll\/ nr nduect i ve S O
goal of the Healthy Soils Task Force. Among the tasl
forceds duties are devel heal
initiative for Nebraska and an action plan to successt
carry out the initiative 'rs o
force include: (1) the Director of Agriculture or his or e
designee; (2) two representatives of natural resource I
districts; (3) two academic experts in agriculture and oo ' :
resources; (4) six representatives from production
agriculture; (5) two representatives from agribusiness
(6) two representatives from environmental organiza#
The nonvoting members are the chairpersons of the
Legislatureds Agricul tu
Resources Committee or -
report with recommendations is due to the Governor &

the Agriculture Committee by January 1, 2021, and tisss s
force terminates on that date.

n ~
x~ C

"OAET )T EOOU / OAOOECEO #1111 EOOAA j, A
The committee is charged with providing financial  education, training, rehabilitation, research, and

oversight and developing criteria for expenditures froprevention. The committee is composed of nine public

the Brain Injury Trust Fund, which is administered by thembers appointed by the Governor, the Commissioner
University of Nebraska Medical Center for the purposefd@ducation, and the directors of the divisions of

providing services to Nebraskans with brain injuries. Behavioral Health and Public Health of the Department of

committee also represents the interests of individualshtgtith and Human Services or their designees
brain injuries and their families through advocacy,

. AAOAOEA (A D #1 1T EOOEITT j,AxO ¢mpuwh

The job of the c¢commi s s i dorimplermentits ntandate, thencomntiskian isautharized 6 s
newest agricultural crop: industrial hemp. Members abthiee support staff to carry out the work of the

commission include the dean of the University of  commission, prepare and approve a budget, and adopt
Nebraska College of Agricultural Sciences and Natuiahd promulgate rules and regulations to carry out its
Resources, a representative of postsecondary institutiotiss under the Nebraska Helrgyming Act. The

other than the University of Nebraska, and three  commission must periodically report to the Governor

members appointed by the Governor. The appointedand the Legislature on hemp policies and practices.
members must represent two Nebraska farmers interested

in growing hemp and a manufacturer of hemp products.
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The Dry Pea and Lentil Resources Act created via LB 803
establishes a commodity chefflprogram for producers of dry
peas and lentils and creates the commission to oversee it.
the act, dry peas and lentils include dry peas, lentils, chickp
garbanzo beans, faba beans, and lupins. The commission i
composed of five members, appointed by the Governor, wh
meet the following requirements:

Are Nebraska citizens;

=1

Are at least 21 years of age;

Have been engaged in growing dry peas and lentil
Nebraska for at least five years;

) S 1]

Reside in the district they represent; and

Derive a substantial portion of their income from
growing dry peas and lentils.

ot 3N

The initial appointed members serve staggered terms so th
not all expire at once. Subsequent members will serve thre
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The committee is created to overs
Fort Donelson National Battlefield

fought there in a pivotal Civil War

Civil War round table organization
are appointed by the Nebraska

Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee. The committee termin

Aa

Ei ATO . AAOAOEA 611 01 OAAO )1

ee

all activities pertaining to the creation
and installation of a monument at the

in

Tennessee, dedicated to the bravery of
the Nebraska volunteer infantry who

battle. Committee members consist of
an employee of the Nebraska State
Historical Society; two members of
the public who are members of a local

and a professor of history from the
University of Nebraska, all of whom

Secretary of State. The final member is
the chairperson of the Government,

ates
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The commi ssionbds task is to u
enhance the cause of African American rights and
develop solutions to problems common to all Nebras| uf"‘
African Americans. The commission is composed of || v & N
members, appointed by the Governor from nomineegb $ 6 NJ
submitted by the public. Members serveyear terms
and can be reappointed. Members receive a per dien
$50 for each day spent in the performance of commis
duties and reimbursement for expenses. The commis
can employ an executive director, who must be Afric:
American and a legal resident of Nebraska. An exect
board of the commission is established to administer
commission during the interim between the full
commi ssionds regul ar qua
board is composed of the commission chairperson all
four commission members.
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LB 965 creates the committee to advise the Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing on all aspects of the langue
assessment program for deaf or hard of hearing children established via LB 965. The 14 members of the committee al
pointed by the commission to represent stakeholders in the field of education and the de&heahagicommunity.

The committee must develop specific action plans and make recommendations to fully implement the language asses
program by July 1, 2022. The advisory committee terminates on that date.

I AOEOI Ou Ai il EOOAA OI 111EOI O OEA OO
. AAOAOGEA @B E#1 ARIOCBROOETT |, AxO ¢mn¢mh "

LB 1061 requires the Nebraska Childrendés Commi ssi on
Health and Human Servicesd (DHHS) wuse of oOalternatiyv
ommendations to the Legislature, DHHS, and the commission. Members of the advisory committee must include repre
sentatives from: DHHS, law enforcement, county attorneys or other prosecutors, the state chapter of child advocacy c
ters, attorneys who represent parents, guardians ad litem, a child welfare advocacy organization, families with experie
the child welfare system, family caregivers, the Foster Care Review Office, and the office of Inspector General of Nebr
Child Welfare. Members serve-tygar terms.

Ve
-.
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The board is tasked with establishing criteria for data collection and disbursement to be used by the statewide health
information exchange. Additionally, the board provides governance oversight to ensure that health information in the

statewide health information exchange and the prescription drug monitoring program are accessed, used, or disclosec
in accordance with the privacy and security protections set forth under federal law.

The 17member board is composed of health care providers and other stakeholders and includes the chairpersons of ti
Legislatureds Health and Human Services and Hegigative pr i
members are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Legislature to-gearddivas.
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The per diem for board members is increased from $50 to $75.

. AAOAOCEA ' OAPA AT A 7ETAOU "1TAOA |, AxO «
Beginning with appointments to the board in 2021, ap

expire at the same time. Ultimately, board members will serve for three years and can be reappointed. The change is |
to preserve institutional knowledge believed lost when all terms expire at once.

. AAOAOEA %AOAAOEITAI h (AAI OER AT A 371 AE;

cmpwh ¢ctq

The committee is renamed the Nebraska Educational, Health, Cultural, and Social Services Finance Authority.

. AAOAOGEA @ E£I IAICROOET T |, AxO ¢mpwh , " @r7
The | egislation makes numerous changes to the Childr
date. The focus of the commissionds work also shifts

welfare and juvenile justice programs and systems to monitoring and evaluating those systems. Further, the commissi
membership decreases from 17 to 15 voting members appointed by the Governor; the executive director of the Foster
Review Office is changed to a nonvoting member; and the Director of Behavioral Health of the Division of Behavioral
Health is added to the nonvoting membership

. AAOAOEA #OAAZEO " OAxAOU "1T AOA j, AxO ¢gmpc
Beginning with appointments to the board in 2022, appointee terms are staggered so that the termination dates for bo:s

members occur at different times. The changes to the board are for the same reason as the changes made to the Gra
Winery Board: to preserve institutional knowledge.

. AAOAOEA 1 OO0 #1 O1T AEI j, AxO c¢mgmh , " xu
The council is given new duties pertaining to creative districts, which are authorized under LB 780. The council must
recommend to the Legislature a plan to divide the state into creative districts and certify the districts based on
geographically contiguous area, artistic or cultural activities or facilities, promotion and preservation of artstic or cult
sites or events, educational uses of artistic or cultural activities or sites, and unique or niche areas, adawilitss events,

or sites. Additionally, the council must prepare a plan establishing a competitive grant program to award gints to cer
creative districts.

ET AOAOA #1 O1 AEIl |, AxO c¢mne¢mh ," yoy(q
The gubernatorial appointees to the council are no longer subject to legislative confirmation. The change affects seven
bers of the council.

. AAOAOEA 200A1I " O1T AAAAT A 4AOE &1 OAA j, {

A term of two years is established for task force members. Members can be reappointed.
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